
Page 1 of 3 
 

New England Maternal Health Summit 

Planning Committee Members 

 

Name Organization/Community 

 

Role/Job Title 

Adriana Jean Louis*1 Massachusetts Department of 

Public Health 

 

Maternal Health Coordinator  

Aidea Downie* Rhode Island Department of 

Health 

Disparities Specialist for the 

Maternal and Child Health Program 

 

Alison Tyliszczak March of Dimes- Connecticut 

Chapter 

 

Director of Maternal and Infant 

Health  

Ann Turner, MS, RN New England Rural Health 

Association 

 

Board Member  

Beth Buxton, LCSW 

 

Massachusetts Department of 

Public Health 

Director of Maternal and Infant 

Health Initiatives 

 

Dara Fruchter, MS Maine Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

Project Manager, Infant and 

Maternal Substance Use Prevention 

Coordination 

Deborah Garneau, MA Rhode Island Department of 

Health 

Maternal and Child Health 

Director; Deputy Director, Division 

of Community Health and Equity 

Ditra Edwards* SISTA Fire  Co-Founder and Director 

 

Evelyn Kieltyka  Maine Family Planning  Senior VP of Program Services 

 

Haley Johnston, MPH New Hampshire Department of 

Health and Human Services- 

Division of Public Health 

Services 

Sexual and Reproductive Health 

Program Administrator 

Karin Downs, RN, MPH 

 

Massachusetts Department of 

Public Health  

 

Director (retired), Division of 

Pregnancy, Infancy, and Early 

Childhood 

Katy Leffel, RN, BSN, 

IBCLC*  

Vermont Department of 

Health, Maternal Child Health 

Division 

Perinatal Health Nurse Program 

Coordinator 

Elizabeth (Liz) Neptune Passamaquoddy Tribe;  

Neptune Advantage, Inc. 

Tribal Council Member; President 

of Neptune Advantage, Inc. 

 

 
* Member of the Program Planning Subcommittee  
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Lucinda Canty, PhD, CNM, 

FACNM* 

University of Massachusetts- 

Amherst;  Planned Parenthood 

of Southern New England 

 

Associate Professor and Certified 

Nurse-Midwife 

Marc Camardo, MPH Connecticut Department of 

Public Health 

Title V Maternal and Child Health 

Director & State Systems 

Development Initiative Director 

 

Ndidiamaka Amutah-

Onukagha, PhD, MPH 

Tufts University School of 

Medicine 

Julia A. Okoro Professor of Black 

Maternal Health; Founder and 

Director of Center for Black 

Maternal Health and Reproductive 

Justice; Founder and Director of 

Maternal Outcomes for 

Translational Health Equity 

Research (MOTHER Lab) 

 

Quatia Osorio, BSBA, 

CCHW, CLC, MCHS, 

MCCHW, CPE 

Our Journ3i, LLC Director of Perinatal Workforce 

Development 

Renée Boynton-Jarrett, 

MD, ScD 

Boston University School of 

Medicine;  Vital Village 

Community Engagement 

Network 

 

Associate Professor;  Founding 

Director of the Vital Village   

Rhonda Siegel, MSEd New Hampshire Department of 

Health and Human Services- 

Division of Public Health 

Services 

 

Administrator of Maternal and 

Child Health Section 

Trinidad Tellez, MD*2 Principal 

 

[Health] Equity Strategies, LLC 

 

Federal Government Staff 

 

Name Agency Job Title 

Betsy Rosenfeld, JD* US Department of Health and 

Human Services- Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Health  

 

Regional Health Administrator - 

Region 1 (New England) 

Georgia M. Simpson, MS US Department of Health and 

Human Services- Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Health  

 

Regional Minority Health Analyst- 

Region 1 (New England) 

 
* Member of the Program Planning Subcommittee 
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Lolita A. McLean, DrPH, 

MPH* 

US Department of Health and 

Human Services- Health 

Resources and Services 

Administration, Maternal and 

Child Health Bureau  

 

Public Health Analyst/Project 

Officer- Region 1 (New England) 

Natalia T. Guevara, MS* US Department of Health and 

Human Services- Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Health  

 

Senior Public Health Advisor - 

Region 1 (New England) 

Paul Jacobsen US Department of Health and 

Human Services- Office of 

Intergovernmental and 

External Affairs 

 

Executive Officer - Region 1 (New 

England) 

 

Ryan Brinkey US Department of Health and 

Human Services- Office of 

Intergovernmental and 

External Affairs 

 

Public Affairs Specialist - Region 1 

(New England) 

Sarah Foster, MPH US Department of Health and 

Human Services- Centers for 

Disease Control and 

Prevention, Division of 

Reproductive Health 

 

Public Health Analyst 

Tina J. Sang, MPH, MSW* US Department of Health and 

Human Services- Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Health 

  

Regional Women’s Health Analyst- 

Region 1 (New England) 

* Member of the Program Planning Subcommittee 


