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Mission

Be
Be a data and information hub for 
global aging research 

Make
Make data ‘Science Ready’
• Reduce the up-front costs of 

understanding complex, 
longitudinal data available from 
the Health and Retirement Study 
and its international network of 
studies 

Stimulate
Stimulate global aging research



What We Offer



Updates

Data Harmonization

Exposome 

Infrastructure Upgrade

Methods Development

Dissemination

The Gateway Data Enclave



Data 
Harmonization

Newly integrated surveys: 
• MARS
• Chile-Cog and SPS

Newly integrated data:
• Harmonized Life-history 
• Harmonized End-of-Life
• Harmonized HCAP
• Harmonized COVID

Dr. Alden 
Gross

Dr. Morten 
Wahrendorf

Dr. Jennifer 
Ailshire

Drystan 
Phillips

Jenny 
Wilkens



Data Harmonization

• Core Data Harmonization

• Released: Harmonized SHARE (F), Harmonized LASI (A.3), Harmonized KLoSA (E.2), Harmonized MHAS (C.2), Harmonized MARS (A)

• Under External Review: Harmonized ELSA (G.3), Harmonized HRS (D)

• Life History Data Harmonization

• Released: Harmonized SHARE Life History (B.3), 

• Under External Review: Harmonized ELSA Life History (A.2)

• End-of-Life Data Harmonization

• Released: Harmonized SHARE End of Life (C), Harmonized CHARLS End of Life (A), Harmonized MHAS End of Life (B), Harmonized KLoSA 
End of Life (B)

• COVID Data Harmonization

• Released: Harmonized HRS COVID (B), Harmonized SHARE (B)

• Under External Review: Harmonized ELSA COVID (A)

• HCAP Data Harmonization

• Released: Harmonized Mex-Cog (A), Harmonized ELSA-HCAP (A), Harmonized LASI-DAD (A.3)



HCAP Data Harmonization

• Pre-statistical harmonization
• Statistical harmonization
• Algorithmic classification harmonization

• Investigator Workshop, May 2023
• HCAP Hackathon, August 2023

• GSA Symposia 2024
• American Journal of Epidemiology 2024



Publications

Refereed Publications

• Lee J. “Data sets for pension and health: Data collection and sharing for policy design,” 
International Social Security Review, 2010

• Lee J, Phillips D, Wilkens J. “Gateway to Global Aging Data,” In: Gu D., Dupre M. (eds) 
Encyclopedia of Gerontology and Population Aging. 2019, Springer, Cham

• Lee J, Phillips D, Wilkens J. “Gateway to Global Aging Data: Resources for cross national 
comparisons of family, social environment, and healthy aging,” Journal of Gerontology: Social 
Sciences, 2021

• Ailshire J, Osuna M, Wilkens J, Lee J. “Family caregiving and place of death: Insights from cross-
national analysis of the Harmonized End of Life Data,” Journal of Gerontology: Series B Social 
Sciences, 2021

• Wahrendorf M, Deindl C, Lee J, Phillips D. “Life history data from the Gateway to Global Aging 
Data platform: Resources for studying life courses across Europe,” European Journal of Ageing, 
2023

• Gross A, Li C, Briceño EM…, Lee J, Kobayashi L. “Harmonization of Later-Life Cognitive Function 
Across National Contexts: Results from the Harmonized Cognitive Assessment Protocols,” The 
Lancet Healthy Longevity, 2023

User Guides | Working Papers

• Chronic Conditions, 2011
• Financial Transfers, 2011
• Expectations, 2011
• Employment & Retirement, 2011
• Income, 2011
• Wealth, 2011
• Cognition, 2011
• Health Behavior, 2014
• Effect of Using Different Imputation Methods 

for Economic Variables in Aging Surveys, 2015
• Informal Care, 2016
• Household Expenditure, 2016
• Health Care Utilization & Expenditure, 2017
• Physical & Anthropometric Measurement, 

2018
• Stress, 2020
• Physical Functional Health, 2021
• Subjective Well-being, 2023



Exposome

Historical policy changes: 
Public pension, long-term 
care, education

Pollution: PM2.5, NO2, O3, 
nighttime light

Physical environments: 
Greenspace, blue space 

Climate: Temperature, 
precipitation



Individuals make 
choices based on 
current policies and the 
outcomes we see today 
may reflect responses 
to past policies

Why Tracking Past 
Policies?
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Policy 
Initiatives

• Retirement and pension
• Available for 10 countries: Austria, Czech 

Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Korea, 
Poland, Spain, UK, US

• Belgium and Ireland to be released in early 
September 2023

• Long Term Care
• First release in September 2023 for 7 

countries: Japan, France, Germany, Austria, 
Belgium, England, and USA, including 5 
state-level policies for California, Florida, 
Michigan, New York, and Texas

• Education 
• First release in December 2023: 

Compulsory education policies in 21 
countries and 15 US states

Dr. Dave Knapp

Dr. Mauricio 
Avendano

Dr. Giacomo 
Pasini

Dr. Agar 
Brugiavini



Linking Policy Data to Survey Data 

Topics Initiatives:
Policy Explorer Harmonized Variables

(HRS-INS linkable by person-
level records)

Contextual Data
(HRS-INS linkable by country - 
calendar year)

Pensions • Eligibility for coverage 
(e.g., birth cohort)

• Income/asset tests

• Pension eligibility  
• Pension system generosity 

• Fraction working by age  
• Percent in poverty age 65+

LTC • Eligibility rules for coverage 
(e.g., #ADL)

• Income/asset tests

• Eligibility for LTC based on 
health

• Eligibility for LTC based on 
means

• Bed availability rates by region
• Average cost of care types

Education • Compulsory schooling
• Education tracking 

(e.g., university v. vocational)

• Start and leaving age based 
on cohort

• Population average measures 
of years of schooling

• Student-to-teacher ratios
• Expenditures per student
• Term length 



Infrastructure 
Upgrade

beta.g2aging.org
Webinar scheduled 
for September 2023

Bas Weerman    Hooman Gol



Methods Development
• Imputation

• Economic variables: KLoSA, LASI, CHARLS, TILDA
• HCAP: LASI-DAD, ELSA-HCAP, Mex-COG, Chile-COG

• Synthetic data for teaching 
• LASI

• Harmonization of measures
• HCAP: Cognition, functional limitation, information 

reports

Dr. Erik Meijer

Dr. Joshua Snoke

Dr. Emma Nichols



Dissemination
Partnerships

• Biomarker Research Network R24

• Stress Research Network R24

• Emotional Well-Being Research Network U24 

• UC Berkeley Research Transparency and Reproducibility Training 
(RT2)

• U Michigan Center to Accelerate Population Research in 
Alzheimer’s (CAPRA)

• BUSPH-HSPH Climate Change and Health Research Coordinating 
Center (CAFÉ)



Dissemination

• Exhibits

• PAA, GSA, American Public Health Association, Alzheimer’s Association 
International Conference, Consortium of Universities for Global Health

• User Workshops, Webinars

• HRS, ELSA, CHARLS, MHAS, LASI, Society for Longitudinal and Lifecourse 
Studies, Venice Summer Institute, International Conference on Aging in 
Americas

• Blogs, Social Media

• Synthetic Data Development

• Aging Research Hackathon 

• Planning for End-of-Life Data, Stress and EWB, HCAP

• Publication

• Health Economics, 2024 (– LTC Conference in Nov 2023)

• American Journal of Epidemiology, 2024/25 (– HCAP Investigator 
Workshop + HCAP Hackathon in 2023)



The Gateway Data Enclave

• Builds on the system and security-measure 
endorsed by the NIH’s Health & Aging Data (HaAD) 
Enclave

• Launched the Enclave with HRS, ELSA, LASI, and 
SPS!!

 https://beta.g2aging.org/app/enclave

• DUA: 
• Completed for NICOLA and CADAS

• In progress with TILDA

• Planning for HAGIS-COVID 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/beta.g2aging.org/app/enclave__;!!LIr3w8kk_Xxm!oXDuqBQtqjzSz-cs48Rj_C3JdmJ9CEtjl_nYoHzef3jFEGsZ8oMt2PATt7omHIfnhuv6vbkqltiHbL268eYssDg$




Thank You
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