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Study Design – Data Collection Methods
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CAPI: computer-assisted personal interview
SCQ: self-completion questionnaire
Health: TILDA health assessment 
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CAPI: computer-assisted personal interview
SCQ: self-completion questionnaire
Health: TILDA health assessment 
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Adapting to the pandemic
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Wave 6 CATI & SCQ Response Rates

Self Proxy Total
Total sample 5531 150 5681
Completed interview 4228 104 4332 (76%)
Refused 657 42 695 (12%)
Withdrawn 261 - 261 (5%)
EOL – postpone to Wave 7 94 - 94 (2%)
Other 9 7 15 (0%)
No Contact 283 - 283 (5%)
SCQs issued 4231

81%
SCQs returned 3457



CAPI: computer-assisted personal interview
SCQ: self-completion questionnaire
Health: TILDA health assessment 
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Replenishment  Strategy

Tried to use original sample frame to 
select replenishment sample. 

• ~18,000 household addresses in the 
target sample. 

• Respondents aged 50-62 years



Replenishment – Initial challenges

• Slow recruitment due to:
-Narrow age band
-Dated sampling frame
-Long duration CAPI (2+ hours average)
-Negative perceptions of association with ‘ageing’
- Post-Covid survey fatigue?
- GDPR legislation 



Replenishment Changes

• Widened age band   50-62           45 – 64

• Reduced length of interview to 90 mins 
duration by removing TUG and some 
questions. 

• Deferred questions to be re-introduced at 
next wave.

• Updated language to reflect more positive 
orientation towards ageing e.g. Health + Life 
instead of ageing. 

Old Literature 

New Literature 



Impact of fieldwork changes
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Replenishment progress (August 2023)

Total

Total 10,824 %

Completed interviews 2051 20%

Partial Complete 1 0%
No contact at address 2304 23%
Upfront refusal from eligible adult 
(aged 45 to 64) 1638 15%

Non-private address 569 5%

No eligible adult at address 3540 28%

Non-productive interview with eligible adult 
(cancelled appointments etc) 513 6%

Not eligible due to health or language issue 207 2%
AMT or MMSE failure or consent declined 3 0%

• Response rate of 
eligible adults = 60.8%

• Similar to W1 RR (62%)

• Fieldwork to finish in 
October 2023
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With thanks to 
the TILDA team
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