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Aims of CHARLS special survey

• Measure Covid-19 exposure
• Infections/deaths
• Community lockdown experience
• Individual quarantine experience

• Measure economic losses to CHARLS respondents and their 
children

• Study the impact of Covid-19



Design – a lighter version of CHARLS

• Cover screen
• Demographics
• Covid-19
• Family
• Health, functioning and health care
• Work and retirement
• Income and expenditure
• Exit
• Interviewer observations



Interviews took place in July and August

Average length of interview is 100 minutes for a single person 
household and 150 minutes for a 2-person household.
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Interviewers

• Students whose hometowns are in sample county/city
• Virtual training: online lessons; homework; online quizzes/exams; 

small group script practice; online mock interviews; etc.
• 2-3 day rehearsals in sample regions monitored by supervisors 

right before the actual fieldwork
• Real-time quality monitoring and coding of open-ended 

questions
• Mostly face-to-face; in circumstances where face-to-face 

interview was not possible, video interviews were granted 
(212/18961)





Source of information about covid-19

Table-a2: Channels that you get to know the ways of avoiding COVID-19
Multiple choice

Col % N
1.TV news 64.68 10,225
2.newspapers 3.31 523
3.online media such as cellphone news or Wechat 31.12 4,919
4.radio broadcasting 4.19 663
5.relatives,friends,colleagues,community members 51.76 8,182
6.medical staff 4.99 789
7.loudspeakers broadcasting 24.54 3,880
8.posters 9.94 1,572
9.others 3.24 512
10.no channels 2.88 456



Knowledge about avoiding infection

Table-a1: Know the ways to avoid COVID-19 (Yes/No)
Multiple choice

Col % N
1.wash hands 82.57 13,463
2.use alcohol or disinfectant 76.11 12,192
3.aviod shaking hands 71.48 11,433
4.wear masks or gloves 91.55 15,199
5.avoid travelling 78.33 12,704
6.avoid mass gathering 85.56 14,063
7.keep a distance when talking face to face 79.93 13,004
8.others 17.83 2,671
9.haven't heard of COVID-19 or don't know any measures to avoid  2.52 616



Behavior



CHARLS users: Oct. 9, 2020: 43,319



CHARLS publications: English articles>1,000
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英文版

				2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020

		Journal_Chi.		5		11		23		43		107		187		321		467		611		807		1021

		Journal_Eng.		1		9		16		37		66		95		158		291		458		749		1200

		Dissertations_Chi		4		7		11		36		72		125		166		216		257		295		320

		Dissertations_Eng.		1		2		2		3		6		11		22		32		38		49		49

		Reports/papers_Chi.		0		0		1		1		1		1		1		1		2		2		2

		Reports/papers_Eng.		2		4		8		13		16		20		29		38		51		56		77

		Books and Book Chapters_Chi.		0		0		0		0		0		0		1		1		1		1		1

		Books and Book Chapters_Eng.		0		1		11		12		12		14		18		21		30		31		35

		Others		1		1		1		2		3		3		4		9		11		17		26

		Total		14		35		73		147		283		456		720		1076		1459		2007		2731





英文版

		



Journal_Chi.

Journal_Eng.

Dissertations_Chi

Dissertations_Eng.

Reports/papers_Chi.

Reports/papers_Eng.

Books and Book Chapters_Chi.

Books and Book Chapters_Eng.

Others

CHARLS Publications
2010-2020
Cumulative Count by Type



中文版

				2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020

		中文期刊		5		11		23		43		107		187		321		467		611		807		1021

		英文期刊		1		9		16		37		66		95		158		291		458		749		1200

		中文学位		4		7		11		36		72		125		166		216		257		295		320

		英文学位		1		2		2		3		6		11		22		32		38		49		49

		中文报告/报纸		0		0		1		1		1		1		1		1		2		2		2

		英文报告/报纸		2		4		8		13		16		20		29		38		51		56		77

		中文书籍		0		0		0		0		0		0		1		1		1		1		1

		英文书籍		0		1		11		12		12		14		18		21		30		31		35

		其它		1		1		1		2		3		3		4		9		11		17		26

		总计		14		35		73		147		283		456		720		1076		1459		2007		2731



Cumulative Count as of 23/10/2020

Journal_Chi.                                                            1021
Journal_Eng.                                                           1200
Dissertations_Chi.                                                  320
Dissertations_Eng.                                                  49
Books and Book Chapters_Eng.                            35
  ...                                                                              ...   

Total                                                                        2731
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CHARLS数据文献发表数统计
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发表统计（截止2020年10月23日）

中文期刊：1021篇
英文期刊：1200篇
中文学位论文：320篇
英文学位论文：49篇
英文书籍章节:   35篇
...
总计 ：2731篇



Plans for 2021

• 5th wave
• Physical measurements
• Blood sample collection and analysis
• Dementia (subset)
• Accelerometer
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